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Chad 


Libya Tells Opposition Group To Disarm or Leave 


1B0710152489 Paris AFP in French 1452 GMT 
7 Oct 8Y 


[Text] Paris, 7 Oct (AFP)—L bya has asked the Chadian 
opposition, and in particular the Democratic Revolu- 
uuonary Council [CDR], to “choose between laying down 
its arms and evacuating the positions occupied by its 
forces or evacuating Libyan territory within 72 hours.” 
This was stated today by the secretary general of the 
CDR, Mr Rahkis Mannany. In a communique sent from 
Tripoli to AFP, Mr Mannany said the agreement reached 
in Algiers on 31 August between Chad and Libya to 
resolve their territorial dispute on the Aozou Strip “does 
not commit the CDR in any way.” He said “the CDR 1s 
prepared to leave Libyan territory,” adding that while 
the CDR is ready for dialogue with the Ndjamena 
regime,” it does not intend to rally to that regime 
without conditions.” 


In September 1988, Mr Mannany declared that he had 
dismissed Mr Acheikh Ibn Oumar from the post of secre- 
tary general of the movement. Mr Acheikh Ibn Oumar, 
who had declared this “dismissal” null and void, returned 
to Ndjamena in November 1988. He is the current foreign 
affairs minister of the Chadian Government. 


Congo 


French Magistrate Arrives for UTA Investigation 


ABOY1I0180589 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT Y Oct 89 


[Text] The French magistrate, Jean-Louis Breviere, who 
is in charge of the legal investigation of the destruction of 
the UTA DC-10 airline on 19 September, arrived yes- 
terday in Brazzaville, the Congolese capital. Twelve 
French experts also arrived in Brazzaville to help their 
Congolese counterparts investigate this affair. 
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Gabon 


Militants Condemn Bongo Assassination Plot 


ABOS10180889 Dakar PANA in French 1347 GMT 
7 Oct SY 


[Text] Libreville, 7 Oct (AGP-GAB/PANA)—The mili- 
tants of the Democratic Party of Gabon [PDG] strongly 
condemned the plot aimed at “physically eliminating 
President Omar Bongo and overthrowing established 
institutions.” in a support motion received today by the 
GABONESE PRESS AGENCY (AGP). 


In this regard. the permanent secretary of the PDG 
Women’s Union, Agathe Obendze, and the secretaries of 
the party’s federations in the Haut-Ogooue (southeast), 
Moyen-Ogooue (center). Ogooue Ivindo (northeast),and 
Nyanga (south) Provinces addressed support motions to 
Omar Bongo, the founder of the PDG. 


In a letter to President Bongo, Agathe Obendze 
expressed the renewed support of the specialized body 
she leads to the head of state, saying that “it is through 
your action that women have been admitted to the 
highest positions in the Gabonese hierarchy, in the 
government, diplomacy, and other activities. “Dis- 
mayed by this plot, we want to remind you that the 
Gabonese women militants will always be with you and 
that, today and tomorrow, you can count on their 
faithfulness and indestructible attachment,” she said. 


For their part, the federal secretaries unanimously con- 
demned the conspiracy of Pierre Mamboundou, which, 
according to them, is a “disgraceful, diabolical, criminal, 
and irresponsible act aimed at jeopardizing national unity, 
which was recovered 21 years ago. The federal secretaries 
expressed the wish that “the perpetrators of such sordid 
and destabilizing maneuvers be exposed and punished.” 


The PDG federal secretaries are respons. ble for seeing to 
the implementation of regulations and the supervision of 
the country’s political, economic, and social situation in 
the provinces for a synthesis of all the deeds and events 
happening in their political areas. 


Motorists Checked 


ABO910180789 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 9 Oct 89 


[Text] In Gabon, security forces hay een systemati- 
cally checking motorists for several days following the 
discovery of a plan to assassinate President Omar Bongo 
and destabilize Gabonese institutions, according to 
reports from GABONESE PRESS AGENCY. 
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‘Sensible’ Relations With U.S. May Develop 
NMIBUS1OO9OSS89 Johannesbure SUNDAY TIMES 
in Enelish 8 Oct 8Y p 24 


[Editorial: “Learning To Live With Uncle Sam” ] 


[Text] It 1s a great relief that the Bush administration’s 
Africa man has clarified his most recent pronounce- 
ments on South Africa. For a while this week it looked as 
though we might be slipping back into a Carterite age, 
with a wagging American finger shoved in our faces. 


In the event, Mr Herman Cohen has explained that he 
actually wants Congress to lengthen the breathing space 
for Mr F.W. de Klerk. Policy towards Pretoria would 
now be reviewed next July rather than March. 


Reports yesterday said it was Mr Cohen's “hope and 
objective’ to lift some economic sanctions at that 
stage—provided. of course, that Mr de Klerk’s deeds 
justified the replacement of the stick by the carrot. Few 
will quibble with that, least of all ) ir de Klerk himself. 


It 1s encouraging that Mr Cohen responded so promptly 
to angry South African reactions to what (we are now 
assured) was a mistaken belief that his statement to 
Congress was prescriptive and deadline-sett:ng. 


It 1s good, too, that he is sensitive to the counter- 
productivity of unreasonable impatience in trying to 
batter down a door which, we are told (and tend, for ihe 
time being, to believe), is now open. 


Many South Africans have become reconciled to the 
hard, if not entirely pleasant, reality that Americans tend 
to be preachy. 


Moreover—and less pleasant still—they recognise that. 
as 2 superpower, the U.S. possesses the means to back up 
its preachiness with enforceable threats of sanctions. 


That does not mean, however. that they are immune to a 
normal human resentment wher they become the targets 
of insensitive and gratuitous advice on how they must 
deal with one of the most hideously complex problems in 
history. 


For its part, the U.S. 1s equally entitled to take Mr de 
Klerk at his word and to hold him accountable if he does 
not deliver on his stated intentions. 


President Bush has set himself the difficult, but praise- 
worthy objective of fashioning a bipartisan policy 
towards South Africa. 


Pretoria must not be insensitive to his problems in 
dealing with a capricious Congress that responds to 
public opinion that, to put it mildly, is less than fully 
informed about South African complexities. 


We should, therefore, take encouragement from the 
events of the past week. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
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Jerki!;—and, predictably, not unaccompanied by mis- 
unuerstanding—a quite sensible relatronship may be 
developing between Washington and Pretoria. 


U.S. Firm Withdraws Interests From Country 


MBIO10081589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
OS00 GAIT 10 Oct 89 


[Text] Another American company has pulled out of 
South Africa. The U.S. Ex Cooperation and Oil and Steel 
Company has withdrawn all its equity interests. 


The company won't identify the buyers or the selling price. 
U.S. Ex was already negotiating a sale when its share- 
holders insisted it sell its holding in South Africa earlier 
this year. It held stakes in Associated Manganese of South 
Africa. Ferailovs Limited, and Priska Copper Mines. 


The cooperation says :t's no longer necessary to get the 
metals from South Africa. 


Democratic Party Vetes To Retain ‘Troika’ 


NMIBO710112789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1120 GMT 7 Oct &9 


{Text} Durban Oct 7 SAPA—The Democratic Party at 
its congress on Saturday [7 October] decided to retain its 
Troika leadership of Dr Zach de Beer. Dr Dennis Wor- 
rall and Mr Wynand Malan. 


The votes endorsing this was carried by a margin of 330 
in favour and 213 against. 


Mr Jannic Momberg. MP for Simonstown, made the call 
to congress that the three be reappointed after the 
majority vote had been aniuounced—and there was a 
standing ovation from the packed congress hall when 
this was confirmed. 


ANC Dismisses Reports of Sisulu, Mpetha Release 


A1B06 10204589 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 6 Oct 8Y 


[Text] The African National Congress of South Africa, 
ANC, today scoffed at reports that political prisoner 
Walter Sisulu will be freed soon by the Pretoria regime 
and dismissed them as mere rumors and speculation. 
ANC spokesman Tom Sebina said today that the ANC 
was not moved by such reports. 


South African newspapers yesterday claimed that 77- 
year-old Sisulu and another veteran, 80-year-old Oscar 
Mpetha, would be released in 2 weeks. The Johannes- 
burg CITIZEN reported that a decision to release Sisulu 
had already been taken and [words indistinct]. 


Sisulu Confident of Release Shortly 


A1B0710203289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2027 GMT 7 Oct 8Y 


[By Joan Fubbs] 
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[Text] Cape Town Oct 7 SAPA—Only a hiccup stopped 
Walter Sisulu from being released before the elections 
and Sisulu himself was now confident of his release 
shortly, said a family member on Saturday [7 October] in 
Cape Town. 


In an interview with SAPA on Saturday the spokesman 
said: 


“Walier is looking forward to his release but also that of 


his friends in the struggle for black freedom. The gov- 
ernment keeps on talking of negotiations but there will 
be no negotiations until all our leaders are freed, the 
government knows that.” 


According to reports the South African Government has 
approved the release of Sisulu, 77, the most prominent 
SA [South African] political prisoner after Mandela, and 
that of another activist, Oscar Mpetha, 80. 


It is believed the decision to release Sisulu and Mpetha 
before the Commonwealth summit on October 18 in 
Kuala Lumpur is designed to ease pressure on British 
Prime Minister Mrs Margaret Thatcher who 1s stead- 
fastly opposed to the efforts of her Commonwealth 
colleagues to impose further sanctions on South Africa. 


Asked what Walter Sisulu’s role would be when he was 
released the spokesman said: 


“He will pick up where he left of in the struggle. ‘Ve have 
all only been caretakers, waiting for the return of our 
leaders, people like Walter Sisulu. 


The Sisulu family spokesman said the unrest in South 
Africa was provoked by the system of apartheid and that 
blacks were sceptical of the state president's reform prom- 
ises which foreign countries had been so ready to accept. 


“For many of us word reform means wait but sometimes 
the pain of waiting can become unbearable.” 
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ANC’s Tambo To Retur:: to Work Within 2 Months 


A1B0610134989 Johannesvuurg NEW NATION 
in English 6-12 Oct 89 p 2 


{Text} ANC [African Natyonal Congress] president OR 
{Oliver Reginald] Tambo has recovered from his recent 
illness and will be back in office within the next two 
months. 


This is according to a SA [South African] National 
Students Congress (SAMSCO) delegation. which 
returned from Lusaka this week after a meeting with the 
organization. 


Among the subjects that came up for discussion was FW 
de Klerk’s five-year plan. 


The ANC and SAMCO agreed that there was a need to 
| spel the my a that the newly-appointed president was a 
“new man”. 


A SAMCO statement said: “We concurred that our 
people are stitl prepared and willing to engage the 
(system) and ihat we are not prepared to postpone our 
liberation for five years. 


“We shared the perspective that ideological differences 
should not hinder us from establishing a broad anti- 
apartheid coalition with the view of expanding support 
for democratic demands like lifting the state of emer- 
gency.” the statement said. 


The meeting also agreed that SWAPO [South-West 
African Peoples’ Organization] was the only organisation 
that could bring about meaningft:! change in Namibia. 


The 12-person delegation also met with the South 
African Congress of Trade Unions, which stressed that, 
while a workers’ charter was necessary, it was important 
to ensure that the document was not counter-posed 
against the Freedom Charter. 
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Angola 


UNITA’s Savimbi: ‘Happy’ With U.S. Talks 
MBO7i0190189 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 7 Oct 8Y 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde,pen- 
dence of Angola] leader Dr Jonas Savimbi says }¢ 1s 
happy after 4 days of meetings with United States 
officials. He said in Washington that the United States 
would support his bid to link a cease-fire in the Angolan 
civil war to the holding of free and fair elections. 


Meanwhile, President Mobutu of Zaire has said an 
official Angolan cease-fire was ready to be signed and 
that he would arrange a meeting with feuding parties 
when he returned to Zaire. 


Botswana 


Democratic Party Wins All 24 Declared Seats 


MBO810182189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1815 GMT 8 Oct 89 


[Text] Gaborone Oct 8 SAPA—The ruling Botswana 
Democratic Party (BDP) has won all the 24 parliamen- 
tary seats so far declared, making the biggest victory in a 
decade almost certain, the BOTSWANA PRESS 
AGENCY reports. 


The BDP is expected to win four of the remaining seven 
undeclared parliamentary seats. The opposition 
Botswana National Front (BNF) was tipped to retain 
Gaborone North and Gaborone South as well as Oka- 
vango in the north west. 


The BDP has so far been successful in Kgatleng/ 
Tlokweng. Kweneng East, Kweneng South, Kweneng 
West, Boteti, Sebina/Gweta, Mochudi, North east , Shos- 
hong, Francistown, Mmadinare, Bobirwa, Kanye, Ngwa- 
ketse WEst, Molepolole. Ramotswa, Moshupa, Lobatse/ 
Barolong, Tswapong South, Nkgange, Tswapong North, 
Kgalagadi, Serowe North and Tonota. 


The BDP has won control of all but one council. The 
Botswana People’s Party (BPP) has a majority of elected 
councillors in the north east district council although the 
BDP captured the constituency itself. 


It remains to be seen whether the BNF would repeat 
their feat of controlling the Gaborone City Council. 


In the 1984 general elections the BDP won 28 of the 34 
elected seats of parliament, leaving five seats to the BNF 
and one to the BPP. Political analysts had predicted that the 
opposition would substantially increase their size of repre- 
sentation in Parliament. It is believed the BDP’s dramatic 
performance is due to Botswana's booming economy which 
has made it possible for the government to expand millions 
of pula into subsidies for farmers and peasants. 
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Namibia 


SWAPO's Sam Nujoma Addresses Rally 7 Oct 


MBU710152989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
IS28 GMT 7 Oct 89 


[Text] Oshakats Oct 7 SAPA—SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] leader Sam Nujoma on 
Saturday extended a hand of friendship to members of 
the dem obilised SW A [South-West Africa] territory force 
and the SWA Police at a massive political rally at 
Oshikati yn northern Namibia. 


“We invite them with open arms to come and join us in 
building a new Narubia. 


“Let them come, they were our enemies but they are our 
brothers,” the SWAPO leader told the huge crowd in 
central Ovambo at his first public meeting there since 
returning from 30 years in exile. 


He invited Namibian whites to remain in the country 
after independence “so together we can build up a future 
strong. independent state of Namibia”. 


SWAPO had a programme of redressing exploitation by 
adopting a policy of equality and ‘ana reform, Mr 
Nujomo said. 


“There are those whites who are poor, they too need land 
to work and make a living, they are also Naimibians,” he 
said. 


He outlined SWAPO's land reform policy which would 
include state-owned farms, co-operatives and individual 
land areas. 


Agricultural projects would include fertilisation of land 
for food production. 


Attention would also be given to animal husbandry and 
the redistribution of fish resources of the Namibia coast. 


“There will be no poor people in Namibia under a 
SWAPO government,” Mr Nujomo said. 


SWAPO had trained many professional people during its 
years in exile. 


“We will show them how human beings can govern a 
country in the 1,.terests of all the people irrespective of 
colour or race 6 places of origin.” 


70,000 Attend 


MBO0710172489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1719 GMT 7 Oct 89 


Text] Windhoek Oct 7 SAPA—At least 100 people 
attending a mass SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization] rally at Oshakati were injured in motor 
accidents on Saturday. 


FBIS-AFR-89-194 
10 October 1989 


()shakati Hospital spokesman, Dr Chris Frey told SAPA 
that 90 people were injured in the first three accidents 
and had been treated at 10am. 


Victums from a fourth accident were broughi to the 
hospital from about 6.30pm. 


The most seriously injured was a young woman who has 
lost an arm, Dr Frey said. 


At least five people have been treated for stab wounds 
after fighting broke out between SWAPO and Demo- 
cratic Turnhalle Alliance supporters in the Oshakati 
district, he said. All doctors in Oshakat have been called 
up to assist. 


A massive crowd, estimated at 70.000 by some journalists, 
were at the Oshakati rally on Saturday to hear the SWAPO 
leader Mr Sam Nujoma address his first political rally 
since he returned to Namibia from 30 years of exile. 


Policeman Killed in Violence 


\fBOS8 10154189 Johannesburg International Service 
m Enelish 18500 GMT 8 Oct 8&9 


[Text] A Namibian policeman has been killed by a 
grenade in a clash between political nvals in the northern 
town of Oshakati [date not given]. 


The man, who was not named, was killed when sus- 
pected members of the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance 
lobbed a erenade at supporters of SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] who were having a bar- 
becue. 


4 colleague of the dead policeman 1s badly wounded by 
the blast. 


Police Deny Officer Killed 


\M1BO8 10162789 Johannesburg International Service 
in Enelish 1500 GMT 8 Oct 89 


{Text} A senior South-West African policeman, Briga- 
dier Eric von Molendoff, has confirmed that 20 people 
have been injured in sporadic violence in Ovambo. 
However, he denied agency [as heard] reports that a 
policeman was killed in the violence. 


He told our political news staff in Windhoek that the 
situation has return to normal but that reaction units 
were still on full alert. 


The violence broke out last night after a meeting at 
Oshakati in Ovambo, at which the SWAPO [South-West 
African People’s Organization] leader, Mr Sam Nujyoma., 
made his first public speech since returning from exile. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 
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Brig von Molendof? said five people had been injured at 
Ongwediva in a phosphate hand-grenade explosion. He 
said supporters of both the Democratic Turnhalle Alli- 
ance and SWAPO had initiated the violence. 


Zimbabwe 
Activities Following University Closure Reported 


Trade Union Head Detained 


1B0610162189 Paris AFP in Enelish 1587 GMT 
6 Oct 8Y 


[Text] Harare. Oct 6 (AFP}—Zimbabwe Congress of 
Trade Unions (ZCTU) Secretary-General Morgan 
Tsvangirai was detained by plainclothes government 
off cials Friday. a Congress spokesman said. 


ZCTU legal adviser Albert Musarurwa told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE he believed the plainclothes men 
were members of the Central Intelligence Organisation 
(ClO) and that Mr. Tsvangirai’s detention was con- 
nected to a statement he made Thursday coudemning 
the closure of the country’s only university. 


Mr. Tsvangirai said in the statement that the closure of 
the university after violent clashes between students and 
riot police on Wednesday [4 October] was a “manifesta- 
tion of rising state repression.” 


Mr. Musarurwa said the plainclothes officials were 
waiting for Mr. Tsvangirai when he arrived at the ZCTU 
offices Friday morning. They escorted him into a car 
with government licence plates and drove off without 
explanation. he said. 


Mr. Musarurwa said ZCTU officials did not know where 
the secretary-general was being held, and were trying to 
find him. 


The ZCTU 1s Zimbabawe's only trade union federation. 


Mugabe Defends Decision 


MBO710154589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Enelish 1500 GMT 7 Oct 89 


[Text] The Zimbabwean head of state, President Robert 
Mugabe, has defended the decision to close the country's 
only university. Mr Mugabe said that the students no 
longer respected government and accused the students 
representative council of acting 2s an opposition polit- 
ical party. He said the authorities now wanted to start 
afresh, and as he put it, clean the university up. 


In the meantime, the university's academic stafi has 
called on the authorities to reopen the university imme 

diately and to keep police off the campus for the rest of 
the term. 
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Ghana 


Officers Arrested for ‘Disturbing’ Security 


ABOGBIOIS 3589 Paris AFP in French 1818 GMT 
6 Out SY 


{Text} Accra, 6 Oct (AFP)}—Several high-ranking military 
officers have been arrested in Ghana tor disturbing the 
security of the state, a Ghana Armed Forces communique 
announced today without stating the date of their arrest. 


Among those arrested and detained are Major C.K. 
Quarsigah. who helped President Jerry Rawlings to foil a 
coup attempt on 19 June 1983. 


Named, Charged With Subversion 
AB0610160289 Parts AFP in Enelish 1553 GMT 
6 Oct SY 


{Text} Accra, Oct 6 (AFP)—Several high-ranking mili- 
tary officers have been arresicd in Ghana tor endan- 
gering state security, an Armed Forces statement 
announced here Friday. 


They included Major C.K. Quarsigah,. who had com- 
manded troops loyal to President Jerry Rawlings in June 
1983, enabling him to put down a coup bid. 


The communique did not say when the arrests took 
place, but stated that an investigation had begun on 
charges of “subversion” by the officers concerned 
without giving details. 


Two Air Force officers, named only as Captain Domie 
and Lieutenant Akakpo. have also been detained, 
together with security force members Kwabena Donkor 
and Abdulla1i Mohammed. the statement said. 


Flight-Lieutenant Rawlings has survivived several coup 
atiempts since he seized power on December 31, 1981. 
Major Quarsigah in 1983 recaptured the radio station 
from rebel soldiers led by Corporal Halidu Gwiyah. 


Accra Radio Reports 


AB0610183589 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 6 Oct 89 


[Text] A board of inquiry is investigating allegations that 
certain military and security personnel were involved in 
activities that could have compromised the security of the 
state. A statement issued by the Ministry of Defense in 
Accra today said in connection with the investigation, 
Major C.K. Quarsigah, squadron leader Akakpo, Kwabena 
Donkor, Alhaji Abdullai Mohammed, and Flight- 
Lieutenant Domie, all of the security forces. are among 
those who have been arrested and are being kept in custody. 
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Defense Ministry Refutes BBC Report 


1B0710140089 Accra Domestic Service in Enelish 
1300 GMT 7 Oct 89 


{Text} A spokesman for the Ministry of Defense has 
described BBC's report of the arrest of several high- 
ranking officers of the Ghana Armed Forces as 
unfounded and mischievous. The spokesman added that 
in an official statement released yesterday, only tiree 
military officers of the rank of major and below were 
named as being amongst those arresied. Meanwhile, 
Miss Yeboah-Afari and Mr Ben Ephson [BBC correspon- 
dents] are requested to report at the Public Relations 
Directorate of the Armed Forces at 0800 [GMT] on 
Monday, October 9. 


Ivory Coast 


Diplomatic Relations Established With Libya 6 Oct 


1B0610220089 Ahidian Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 6 Oct &Y 


{Text} The Governments of Ivory Coast and the Socialist 
People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah, desirous of strength- 
ening the bonds of friendship and of expanding cooper- 
ation between their two peoples based on the charter and 
principles of the Organization of African Unity, notably 
the principles of equality, mutual respect, sovereignty, 
political independence, territorial integrity, the noniter- 
ference in (ne interna! affairs of states, and the peaceful 
settlemeit of disputes, have decided to establish diplo- 
matic relations at the ambassadorial level, as of 6 
October 1989. The two sides will appornt their respective 
ambassadors at the appropriate time. 


Liberia 


Communique Signed on Ties With Taiwan 9 Oct 


ABOY!01747°89 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 9 Oct 89 


[Text] Liberia and the Republic of China, otherwise 
known as Taiwan, today signed a joint communique 
reestablishing full diplomatic relations. According to a 
Foreign Ministry release issued in Monrovia today, 
Deputy Foreign Minister William Bull signed for the 
Liberian Government while the Taiwan foreign minister, 
Dr Lien Chan, signed for his government. The signing 
ceremony was witnessed in Taipei, the capital of Tarwan, 
by the Chinese prime minister, [title as heard] Mr Li Teng, 
and the Liberian vice president, Dr Harry F. Moniba. A 
15-man Liberian delegation headed by Vice President 
Moniba left the country on Thursday [5 October] for 
Taipei to participate in the signing ceremonies. 
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Nigeria 


President Babangida Speaks on Political Parties 


ABO7 10214989 Lagos Domestic Service in Enelish 
0600 GMT 8 Oct 8Y 


{Address by President Ibrahim Babangida in Lagos on 7 
October on the outcome of the deliberations of the 
Armed Forces Ruling Council which ended on 6 Octo- 
ber—live or recorded] 


[Excerpts] Fellow Nigerians. | address you once again on 
the progress of our transition program for the return of our 
beloved country to a democratic political order. As you are 
aware, the National Electoral Commission [NEC] has 
submitted its report and recommendations on party regis- 
tration. This was released immediately to the public even 
before the Armed Forces Ruling Council [AFRC] had time 
to consider the report. in my broadcast to the nation on the 
political program on | July 1987. 1 made it very clear, the 
kind of political system we intend to bequeath to our 
people when we hand over the reins of authority to duly 
elected civilians on | October 1992. Among other things. | 
stated then that from our past experiences, our political 
program must te gradual, purposeful. and effective. It 
must aim at lay:.g the basic foundation of a new sociopo- 
litical order. We must create a new set of values, a new set 
of political attitudes or political culture aimed at ushering 
in a new social order. For this administration, this 1s a duty 
we owe to the future generations yet unborn. Fer us, it 1s a 
challenge we shall face with the resolve and fortitude 
characteristic of our military profession. We are com- 
mitted to laying such foundations for political stability as 
will render military intervention unnnecessary as a vehicle 
for alternating or changing government. | wish to reiterate 
once more, our solemn commitment to laying such firm 
foundations of stability in our new political system that 
will serve our purpose as a nation, and that will obviate the 
need for any further military intervention tn the political 
life of our country. 


To that end, we have pursued the transition program 
meticulously. Democracy in nearly all pluralistic modern 
societies 1s practiced through political parties. Political 
parties articulate and serve the aggregate coalition of 
interests which each one of them represents. Political 
parties not only check each other in the process of 
government, they provide known and alternative leader- 
ship for the country. [passage omitted] That 1s why this 
administration opted for the two-party system in which 
each of the parties shall be a well-established, internally 
cohesive, and competently-organized entity with decent 
and enduring arrangements for adequate funding 
throughout the transition period and thereafter. The 
people of this country are entitled to this political 
arrangement which offers them viable alternatives to a 
positive future. The right to choose, subject to the 
provisions of the Constitution, 1s what makes politics 
attractive and meaningful. Our Constitution. which we 
all uphold. and which some of us have sworn to protect 
and defend, provides that the choice of political parties 


WES7 AFRICA 7 


shall cut across ethnic, religious, class. occupational, and 
other categorie lines. We have therefore provided that 
each of the two political parties shall be structured in 
accordance with the constitutional injunction 


Even as we translate to the reality of our ongoing 
transition program what our vision 1s, and what the 
Constitution enjoins on us as to what type of political 
parties the country shall have. we are not unaware of the 
risk of our noble intentions being genuinely or deliber- 
ately misunderstood. Already. commentators of varying 
degrees of enlightened self-interest have made references 
to certain fears, and | shall seize this opportunity to 
dispose of such fears. Firstly. there 1s the fear that this 
Federal Miltary Government has no intention of relin- 
quishing power and. therefore, allegations have been 
made that we made the rules governing party formation 
stringent and thus unattainable in order to provide the 
excuse for postponing military disengagement. 


The rules governing party formation were simple and 
Straighttorward, and there wa enough time to satisfy 
them. Granted, the guidelines required hard work and 
seriousness before they couid be satisfied. But we cannot, 
after so much bungling. seriously expect a viable new 
political order to simply come up with their actions 
served on a platter (“of gold). In any event, the rules took 
into account all the legislations relating to the transition 
program, including the prohibition decrees. On disen- 
gagement itself, there can be no doubt that this admin- 
iStration 1s set on the straight path of phased disengage- 
ment which shall be completed by | October 1992. 


It is uncharitable to insinuate that this miittary govern- 
ment does not want to go. It 1s already going. We have 
satisfied our mission in helping to shape the political 
future of our country. We shall go, and shall, by the grace 
of Allah, be succeeded by a party-based, democratically- 
elected government. Secondly, there is the fear that the 
AFRC has an eye on one or any of the political associa- 
tions seeking registration as a political party. While we 
are all Nigerians in the AFRC, and therefore cannot 
totally divorce ourselves from noticing what 1s hap- 
Peiting in our country. It is a mere wishful thinking to 
imagine that we favor any political association. Let me 
State quite categorically that we do not favor any polit- 
ical association. On the contrary. we are firmly resolved 
that every political association should be given 4 fair and 
equal opportunity to make their bid for regrstration, 
regardless of the fact that you and I. all of us Nigerians, 
living in Nigeria, have been eyewitnesses to what was 
going on before NEC submitted its report. 


When government endorsed the recommendation of the 
Political Bureau that the two-party system would best 
guarantee a stable democrain order in Nigeria, it was in 
the sincere hope and belief that Nigerians would embark 
upon the process of forming political associations on the 
»asis of philosophy. policies, and issue programs. Sadly, 
our expectations were not to be realized this time. 
Although more than 30 political parties, out of which 13 
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eventually applied for registration, the prevailing att- 
tude appeared to be that every Nigerian wanted to be a 
founder. [sentence as heard] And no-one wanted to be a 
joiner. Everyone wanted to be a leader of a party or a 
close associate of the leader, but no one cared to be a 
serving member of the association to work for those 
ideals that the proposed party would eventually uphold. 
Every founder cornered the political association to hirn- 
self, and his small circle of frends and associates. and 
proceeded to prescribe closed-door admission rules that 
would guarantee subordinate jomers against a clique 
strategy most of our people resent. [sentence as heard] In 
the true political associations, there are no founders: all 
are joiners. Political parties should not be political 
foundations belonging to anyone. 


Fellow countrymen and women, | will not be saying 
anything that you do not already know or that you might 


not have studied in the NEC report as | highhght some of 


the disconcerting aspects of the emerging trends on the 
political scene. You must all have closely studied the 
nature and behavior of the political associations since 
the ban on political activities was lifted. 


Some of the most disturbing aspects of the polrtical 
process during the pre-registration period were indeed 
some of the echoes of our historical experience. Old lines 
of cleavage—ethnic, geopolitical, religious, and class— 
were surfacing bodly in the new political associations. 
These (?newly formed) associations which were expected 
to transcend those lines of cleavage and promote issucd- 
based politics, instead relaxed into debilitating in- 
fighting, each group within itself. Most worrisome was 
the fact that the political associations paid little attention 
to organizational structures at grassroot level. In short. 
the people were always taken for granted, and no pre- 
mium was placed on their views with the political 


aspirants simply brushed aside and assumed to be of 


little consequence. The associations merely revolved 
around leadership and personalities. None of the evi- 
dence that we have espoused the politics of accommo- 
dation through voluntary participation and mutual tol- 
erance. Yet we have these attributes. The emergence and 
the formation of national parties will not be possible as 1 
is, based on the policies and programs [words indistinct] 
conflicts over the sharing of party offices and govern- 
ment posts and the achievernent of narrow personal or 
group interests. 


Thuggery. which was the bane of our past political 
experiments, and which was then specifically outlawed 
at the 1989 Constitution, surfaced this time as early as 
during the pre-registration phase. (Thugs) labelled as 
bodyguards, were recruited by the leaders of these asso- 
ciations and were sometimes used for the summary 
resolution of intergroup differences. 


Nigeria is a developing country, it 1s true, but our people 
are civilized and hospitable. There is a limit to the 
number of political misdeeds that can be perpetrated 
with impunity in the name of being a developing nation 
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cxaperimenting democracy. Besides what may be excis- 
able—it was in the First or Second Republic—can surely 
not be excusable in the Third. These observations can be 
buttressed by what NEC report identified as some fore- 
boding sign-post during the verification exercise. For 
example, this [word indistinct] manifested in conflicting 
clams by various factions of one association or the 
other. These conflicting claims by various factions reflect 
intra-association leadership power tussic. These claims 
portray a view of politics as a do-or-die battlefield where 
the stakes are high and where the winner takes all and the 
loser loses all. 


As NEC correctly observed, the implication of \Sis view 
of politics are so grave that one cannot but discern in it 
the portents of the destructive consequences of political 
intolerance and victimization that sounded the death 
knell of our previous experiments in democratic govern- 
ment. According to NEC, all associations made delib- 
erate talse claims and most of them attempted to rig the 
exercise at various ways. NEC discovered during the 
verification exercise evidence of ghost names, padded 
names. names lifted from the voters register. names of 
people long dead. as well as real people who were 
corruptly induced to stand by as members of the associ- 
ation for verification purposes. The political associations 
were ill-prepared for the verification exercise. Many of 
them failed to comply with key conditions in the guide- 
lines such as documentation on members, declaration of 
assets, and habilities of individual members of the 
natronal executive committees of the associations, and 
even obtaining clearance from NEC of the members of 
these executive committees. To compound matters. 
most of the political associations never lock government 
seriously on Decree No 25 of 1987—Participation in 
Politics and Election Prohibition Decree—-and its 
amendment in the form of Decree No 9 of 1989. The 
NEC report reveals poor organization of some political 
associations at local, state, and federa! levels. Financial 
records were cither never kept or only shabbily kept. 
NEC stated that and | quote: What they claimed as 
offices in some cases were stage-managed, mere window- 
dressing set up at last minute to impress 01 to deceive the 
researchers. There was not hardly any presence at all at 
the grass-roots level. 


The profiles of the associations show that most of them 
had operated underground prior to the lifting of the ban 
on politics on May 3d, 1989. NEC observers, and | 
quote: The top four associations, in the overall ranking 
of the commission, had deep roots in the party politics of 
the First and Second Republics in the context of the 
transition program. Important national figures affected 
by Decree No 25 of 1987, as amended by Decree No 9 of 
i989. had played and continue to play significant roles in 
their formation, consolidation, finance, and organiza- 
tions. NEC also found that associations depended by and 
large on charity donations from undisclosed sources. 
There were very strong indications of the wealthy indi- 
viduals in the executive committees of the association 
that confirm fears that the political associations were 
being hijacked by moncy bags. 
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The comments of NEC on the six political associations 
that they recommended to the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council tor consideration are of interest although they 
are no more cheering. All of the associations did poor! 
in terms of mecting the registration guidelines of NEC, 
and this did not make the good job of the commission 
any easier. OF the 60.3 millon Nigerian voters—a con- 
sers alive estumation—the total verified membersh:p size 
of the associations was only 467,132. That 1s to say. less 
han 9 out of every 1.000 voters. Even though the 
verification was based on sampling. sampling 1s a valid 
technique tn large-scale surveys of this nature and cannot 
thus be cited as the cause of poor showing. Nor could 
shortage of time be blamed as a factor. These associa- 
tons were functioning underground long + ban 


on politics was lifted. Besides, they we ~e. ve of 


the timetable of the transitional rule thermore, 
was intransigence and avoidable int ap conthet 
rather than shortage of time that preveny associa- 
tions trom accomplishing measures through the politics 
of compromising and accommodation by thrashing our 
differences and trading issues. The associations must all 
have been well aware of Section |, subsection 4A of the 
main guideline of regystration which specifies that any 
talse representation in the number of registered voters 
may lead to non-registration of the associations as a 
political party, yet NEC could not verify 7 our of every 
10 clams made by the associations. The NEC observa- 
tion that no association has best satisfied all the pre- 
scribed conditions 1s thus an understatement. 


Fellow Nigerians, | feel sad to state here that while what 
NEC has recommended to the AFRC was clearly little 
more than the best six of the 13 po!tical associations, all 
of which had failed to meet the crena laid down for 
registration as a political party. Moreover, given the fact 
that all the associations had blatanily violated the guide- 
lines through false claims and through (?poorly) con- 
cealed associations with people prohibited by law from 
taking part in party politics during the transition, none 
of the associations would have been qualified for regis- 
tration as a political party. The comments of NEC on the 
individual political associations were not flattering 
either. That sums up by stating that its work was not 
made lighter by the fact that most of the associations had 
firm roots in the past whose bearing must be shed if the 
country 1s to move forward. 


A past reference to the first four political associations, 
according to NEC, would suffice. One is a reincarnation 
of a makeshift alliance during the Second Republic 
containing peopie who betrayed the parties that elected 
them into office. The reincarnation has reflected polit- 
ical opportunism, old line of cleavage, and primordia! 
loyalties. Another 1s a!most a pure-bred reemergence of a 
Second Republic party with the same ideas of loyalties as 
the polstical association mentioned cartier. A third polit- 
ical association 1s a proxy organization founded and 
funded by influential people who were disqualified from 
political activities during the transition period. A fourth 
party appeared new in loyalties but 1s reputed to be and 
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association of wealthy individuals who used their money 
to determine who joins them and who does not, and who 
gets what, when, how, and how much 


Fellow countrymen and women. this administration ts 
committed to creating a new sociopolitical order for the 
Third Republic. We shall ensure that such political 
parties as will be registered are noi mere offshoots of 
those of the First and Second Republics. and while we 
have no intention of succeeding ourselves we shali not 
hand over the Third Republic to moneybags either. We 
do understand that the new breed associations cannot 
totally divorce themselves trom the old environment. 
But an old environment does not mean the same vege- 
lation, the same trees. the same roots. While the ARFC 
concedes that there tiave been some degree of overlaps, 
we do not believe that the old political structures which 
failed us in the past should form or be allowed to form 
the bases for our new electoral competition if we are 
serious about creating a new social order. In my broad- 
cast in July 1987. where the decision of the AFRC to 
prohibit certain categories of persons trom party politics 
was announced, | did say that the decision of the AFRC 
should be seen not as a4 punitive measure, but rather asa 
necessary step to give Nigeria a tair chance to develop a 
new political culture and leadership. Our feelings for the 
country were uppermost. and they still are. And this 
nation ts greater than any of its citizens 


We have declared our intention to create a new demo- 
cratic social order, As men of honor and men with stern 
historical mission, we shal! not go back on that under- 
taking. Allah willing. we intend to back our words with 
deeds and keep the promise to establish a stable political 
system as a mark of our service to our country and our 
people both of the present and generations yet unborn. 
My fellow Nigenans, given all the foregoing, can we, in 
all honesty, claim that a new sociopolitical order can be 
created through the registration of any of these political 
associations’ The Armed Forces Ruling Council has 
critically examined the development whereby 11 1s clearly 
indefensible to register any of the existing political 
associations as a poltical party. We also studied most 
viable options now available to us, carefully weighing the 
pros and cons of every option 


Briefly, the options considered by the AFRC and the 
arguments for and against each one of them are: The first 
option would be to respond to the call of some Nigerian | 
who advocate that all the 13 political associations shou!d 
be allowed to constest the December 1989 local govern- 
ment elections, and then to register two associations that 
have done best at the polls, and then dissolve all of the 
others and merge them with the two victorious ones. The 
attractions appear to be that an electoral process wou!d 
have been used to register or to eliminate the associa- 
tions. The drawbacks are far more serious and conyoel- 
ling. In the first place, it would have made nonsense of 
the entire NEC guidelines and the verification exercise. 
The formidabic NEC report would have been useful in 
helping us return to the position we were as at the end of 
submission by the associations of their applications for 
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registration. Secondly, tt would represent a curious 
reversal of the normal order of things Parties are elected 
on the basis of their legitimacy. their manifestos, and 
their expected ability to deliver after elections. Parties 
are consequently formed to contest elections: elections 
are not contested in order to form parties. Thirdly, the 
electorate would not know on what serious basis to vote 
or not to vote for any association, and would find it even 
more bewildering to see the association they voted for in 
order to run their local government affairs being asked to 
disband or to merge with the association it defeated in 
that locality. These people would have been truly disen- 
franchised. Finally, this expensive, cumbersome, and in 
many ways absurd option will be inconsistent with the 
provisions of the Constitution that govern the transi- 
tional process. The Constitution allows for only two 
parties, and to allow more than two parties to contest at 
the local government level means that more than two 
parties would be been recognized. The option is not 
considered viable. 


Merger (?attemptings) and voluntary mergers among 
associations: According to this option, government 
should give the 13 political associations a fixed period of 
say | month, during which they would negotiate with one 
another and then effect mergers according to the guide- 
lines to be issued by government. This process has a 
superficial attraction. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, we have a more immediate task at hand— 
the establishment of a democratic two-party system with 
mass participation in continuation with our political 
transition program. This is as a result of the AFRC 
decision, based on NEC findings as contained in the 
NEC report, not to register any of the political associa- 
tions as a political party. 


After a careful study by the AFRC of the various options, 
we have become convinced that further efforts should be 
made to enable all political groups and individuals to 
reenter the political arena with equal rights and oppor- 
tunities. As of now, no political associations has passed 
the test as imposed by our vision of a new political order. 
The Armed Forces Ruling Council has, therefore, 
decided that all political associations and qualified polit- 
ical aspirants be given another chance for forming and 
establishing virile party structures and cogent program 
platforms for election competition. All over the world, 
people look for unique solutions to their peculiar prob- 
lems. These may be traumatic to the present system. But 
we have come to the conclusion that it may be necessary 
for us to jolt the system a bit if we were to successfully 
establish a new two-party system. [passage omitted] 
Given the context of the failure of all our experiments, 
only the [word indistinct] option, the grass-roots demo- 
cratic two-party system provides the kind of revolu- 
tionary departure we need for establishing a mass two- 
party system. Government is aware of some of the 
disadvantates of this model as already enumerated, and 
shall take the necessary stcps to solve such problems. 
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Given the (?newer) history of the formation of political 
parties in Nigeria, government has no option but to 
resolve to establishing a democratic party structure. 
Therefore, in pursuant to the Transition to Civil Rule 
Decree. the Armed Forces Ruling Council has approved 
the registration of two political parties with immediate 
effect. These two political parties shall be called: Social 
Democratic Party and Nationai Republican Convention. 


By this decision, the AFRC has declared its acceptance of 
the principles of a grass-roots democratic two-party 
system. It is our belief that the system shall provide a 
grass-roots basis for the emergence of new leadership, 
giving rights and opportunities to all Nigerians to partici- 
pate in the political process—irrespective of their wealth, 
religion, geopolitical background, and professional 
endeavors—deemphasize the role of money in politics, 
reduce to a minimum level the element of violence in our 
electoral process, preclude emergency political alliances 
along the same lines as in the First and Second Republics, 
and therefore give Nigerians a new political structure 
within which to operate, to ensure the emergence of a new 
more dedicated and more genuine leadership cadre which 
will not be another proxy for old political (warriors), chart 
a new pattern of political enrichment and participation 
which will enhance Nigeria’s stability, establish strong 
institutional structures which will not only sustain future 
governments, but also be strong enough to stand the test of 
time, establish a political system that wili be operated 
according to the spirit of the letter of the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic. 


Let us dwell briefly on some of the modus operandi of 
this system, the details of which shall be provided by the 
NEC in due course. Membership: Each party will keep a 
membership register at the ward and local government 
levels. Those qualified for membership of either party 
are: All Nigerians who are not disqualified or banned 
from political activities, while those disqualified reserve 
the right to utilize their roles at the polls. All members of 
the dissolved political associations in their individual 
capacities as Nigerians. Any attempt to draw member- 
ship cards on the basis former political associations 
through manipulation shall be effectively thwarted and 
punished. All residents of a local government council 
area, irrespective of their local government or state of 
origin. The membership of each party will be assessed on 
the basis of a membership card which shall cost a [words 
indistinct] amount to be determined later. 


Membership registration shall be at the local government 
council areas. Let me make it clear that every qualified 
Nigerian can register where he or she resides, and not 
necessarily in the local government of his or her origin. 
NEC shall closely supervise and monitor the member- 
ship recruitment exercise of the two political parties. and 
cause party conventions to be held at local, state, and 
national levels. Each political party shall elect its officers 
at local, state. and national levels. As mass parties, all 
members are equal. There are no sponsors or founders. 
All members are equal founders. All members are equal 
founders as well as joiners. The two political parties shall 
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have their draft constitutions. The draft constitution of 
these parties as approved by the AFRC shall be subject to 
the following guidelines: 


The constitutions of the two parties shall be identical. 
Each constitution shall emphasize representative democ- 
racy, republicanism, presidentialism, federalism, foreign 
policy goals, non-adoption of any religion as the state 
religion, fundamental rights, basic freedom, and two 
party-system, and all issues contained in the 1989 Con- 
stitution. Each constitution shall provide modalities for 
accountability at an annual congress or convention. The 
constitution of the two parties shall provide for the same 
number of major offices—that is, members of the exec- 
utive committee, (moral) financial accountability, and a 
machinery for disciplining members, set of national 
values under (?action) program. NEC shall synthesize 
the draft constitution from the [word indistinct] already 
made to it by the former political associations. Each 
draft constitution shall be published by NEC and publi- 
cized by the Federal Ministry of Information, the Direc- 
torate of Social Mobilization, state and local govern- 
ments, and the mass media. before actual regisration of 
members of takes off. Of course, each draft constitution 
may be amended only at the national convention of each 
party, and shall be valid as a constitution only after 
approval by the AFRC. 


On party manifestos, NEC shall synthesize the mani- 
festos of the former political associations and submit to 
the AFRC two draft manifestos. These manifestos shall 
reflect an ideological spectrum, one a little to the left. 
and other, a little to right of the center. These draft party 
manifestos shall therefore reflect different: programs 
emphasis and should clearly spell out program contents 
preferred by each party as foreseen by NEC on the basis 
of guidelines and constitutional provisions on the fun- 
damental objectives and [words indistinct] of state 
policy. NEC shall submit these draft manifestos to the 
AFRC for preliminary approval within 2 weeks from 
today. The draft manifestos shall be published and 
publicized in the same manner as the draft constitution 
of the parties. The draft manifestos may be amended at 
the national convention of each party, subject to NEC 
guidelines. They shall then be sent to the AFRC which 
shall approve amendments, after which the draft 
becomes the party manifesto. Arrangements shall be 
made for subsequent translation of these manifestos and 
party constitutions into dominant languages spoken in 
each local government council area. 


The two political parties shall be funded by the Federal 
Military Government. No financial contributions by any 
individual of groups to party treasury shall be permitted at 
this stage. NEC shall clearly specify the mechanism for 
fundraising by political parties at a later stage in the 
transition program. Our decision to build political party 
offices at this time 1s quite convenient, as the new political 
parties can now settle down in these two buildings and 
conduct their respective businesses. They will be spared 
the hostage politics of the past whereby people loaned out 
premises to our political parties and used, that fact to 
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access to influence and patronage. All accounts of each 
party shall be audited before and after the first elections by 
external auditors appointed by NEC for local, state, and 
national levels of the two political parties. The AFRC 
strongly believes that our financial contributions to the 
parties at this stage is a vital investment in the future of the 
political stability of our nation. 


Party conventions shall be held after the registration 
exercise. Such conventions shall be held first. at the local 
government level, second, 2: the state level, and finally, 
at the national level. These conventions shall elect 
officers of the party at all levels, discuss and suggest to 
NEC for onward transmission to the AFRC any amend- 
ment to the draft constitutions and manifestos, establish 
modalities for fundraising within the NEC guidelines on 
fiscal contributions to political parties, and establish 
strategies for complaints within NEC guidelines. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Following this announcement on the establishment of 
grass-roots two-party system. the 13 political associa- 
tions are dissolved with immediate effect. All documents 
subimitted to NEC. and which are now being used for 
our current exercise. should be turned over to the 
National Archives. The Federal Military Government 
shall refund the 50.000 naira deposits to all the dissolved 
13 political associations through NEC within 2 weeks of 
this announcement. 


Fellow Nigerians, if we all work hard with patriotism and 
cooperation we shall put this arrangement fully in place. 
| have no doubt that we in Nigeria can do this. I count on 
your cooperation and support. Please, join government 
to promote the evolution of the grassroot two-party 
system. This must be a positive political-learning expe- 
rience for us in order to guarantee sociopolitical stability. 
From these exercises, concluded the AFRC, it should 
now be clear to all of us that this administration does not 
sanction factionalism, ruinous procedures, falsification 
of claims, disregard of laws, poor organization serving as 
proxies to banned disqualified individuals and groups, 
and the use of wealth to hijack political power from the 
masses. Let us collectively resolve to do away with these 
froeboding signposts in order to assure for our citizenry 
as new democratic political order. 


Let me sound a firm note of warning: This government is 
very firm in its resolve to continue to pursue the political 
transition program and the structural adjustment pro- 
gram peacefully and always in the best interest of our 
people. We shall not hesitate to deal decisively with any 
individual or groups that contemplate any disturbance of 
peace and progress in any way whatsoever. The AFRC 
commends the patriotism, dedication, and thoroughness 
of the chairman and members of the staff of the NEC for 
the exercise that have just completed. Their job 1s not 
complete until the grass-roots two-party system firmly 
takes roots. They know the pitfalls in the old system. 
They will therefore assure that these are not repeated in 
the new experiment. 
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Government 1s aware of the implications of this method 
of party formation and the timing of our political tran- 
sition program. | assure you. that while there will be 
changes in timning of events, our outer limit of 1992 
target remains unchanged. Let us remember that the 
time spent today in properly establishing the institutions 
for future stability is an incalculable investment in our 
destiny. For the individual and his interests, the calculus 
of time is completely different from those of a nation. In 
the life of a nation, our 29 years of independence ts only 
a drop in the ocean. We as individuals will leave this 
country behind, this country will not leave us behind. It 
is therefore more important to calculate the value of the 
footprints we will leave behind in the golden sands of the 
history of our beloved country. 


Fellow Nigerians, if there were much easier but more 
enduring solutions to our problems of democratizing the 
policy. we would have preferred such. However. the 
AFRC 1s aware ihat the least difficult opt:ons are not 
necessarily the most enduring in terms of national inter- 
ests. | appeal for your interest in the new arrangement. 


Those who felt put off by the emergence of old parties of 


alliances in politics and therefore kept away. should now 
come forward and make their contribution. We now 
have a clean slate and new political parties which can 
provide the turn-around for all Nigerians—rich or 
poor—irrespective of their individual alliances or geo- 
political location. In this new grass-roots mass-party 
experiment, we are all equa! founders and joiners. | am 
confident that none of us will let this opportunity to 
dramatically change our political system for the better 
slip away again. 


Long live the new Federal Republic of Nigeria! Thank 
you! 


Sierra Leone 


Fate of Coup Plotters in President's Hands 


ABO4 10204589 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 4 Oct 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Only President Momoh of Sierra Leone's personal 
word now stands between 12 of 14 convicted coup 
plotters and the gallows. They were sentenced to death. 
among them former Vice President Francis Minnah, 
after a long trial on charges of plotting to assassinate 
President Momoh and overthrow the government. Their 
appeal against the sentence was thrown out by the courts 
last week. Now they have lodged appeals for mercy with 
the president himself. From Freetown, Fode Fofana 
telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] All the convicted 
prisoners have now sent petititions for clemency to head 
of state President Joseph Momoh. I was told this by 
prominent Freetown lawyer and defense counsel for one 
of the condemned men, Mr Burton MaCaully, Jr. He told 
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me that he had visited his client who had told him that 
he and the other prisoners had addressed letters asking 
for clemency to the president. However, Mr MaCauley 
said he was unable to say as a matter of fact if the letters 
had been delivered or would be delivered. 


Asked whether he was hopeful that the appeal for clem- 
ency would be heeded, Mr MaCauley said that since the 
appeal in court ended unfavorably, his only hope rested 
on the president to the mercy on the condemned men. 
When asked whether what is known as the mercy com- 
mittee, which will examine the cases of the condemned 
men, had already met, Mr MaCauley said he had not 
received any official communication to that effect. How- 
ever. he said it had been rumored that such a committee 
had been set up and that rumors have it that it met on 
Monday this week and will meet tomorrow for the 
second time. 


The subject of the death sentences 1s the most topical in 
Sierra Leone today and by all accounts President 
Momoh is facing perhaps the most trying period since he 
came to power in 1985. Observers here are of the opinion 
thal since a precedent was set in executing coup plotters 
such as (Mohamed Salif Fona) and David Lansana. 
under ex-president Siaka Stevens, it would be a wrong 
political judgement not to follow suit. 


Meanwhile, it 1s expected that President Momoh would 
like to see the matter settled before he leaves Freetown in 
the middle of this month to attend the Commonwealth 
conference. [end recording] 


Six Executed 6 Oct 


ABOU? 10085689 Paris AFP in French 0827 GMT 
7 Oct &Y 


[Text] Freetown, 7 Oct (AFP)}—Six persons, including a 
former Sierra Leonean vice president, were executed 
Friday night. [6 October], accusec of attempting to 
overthrow President Joseph Momoh in March 1987, it 
was learned from reliable sources this morning in 
Freetown. Those executed were among the |2 plotters 
whose death sentences were confirmed on 29 September 
by the Supreme Court. As of this morning [7 October], 
only the names of two of those executed were known: 
They are Francis Minah, former vice president, and 
Gabriel Kaikai, a former police officer. 


USSR Talks on Fishing Accord ‘Deadlocked’ 


AB0410144889 Paris AFP in English 1956 GMT 
3 Oct 8Y 


[Text] Freetown, Oct 3 (AFP)}—Sierra Leone and the 
Soviet Union are deadlocked over a fishing agreement 
which should have been signed in Moscow last week, 
Trade Ministry sources said here Tuesday. 


Sources close to the Sierra Leone delegation which 
arrived back here at the weekend said Soviet officials 
rejected Sierra Leone's demand for a_ 15-per-cent 
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increase to 25 per cent of the entire Soviet catch to be 
delivered free of charge by Soviet trawlers to the West 
African nation. 


First signed in 1971, the fishing agreement has been 
renewed annually at alternative meetings in Freetown 
and Moscow. During lengthy negotiations last December 
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in Freetown, Sierra Leone officials accepted a 15- 
per-cent increase in the catch and the Soviet Union 
agreed to sell 85 percent of its catch to the joint Sierra 
Leone-Soviet company. 


Informed sources said a European Economic Commu- 
nity (EEC) delegation is expected here November 19 to 
negotiate a fishing agreement with Sierra Leonean 
authorities. 
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